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mothers cry out for the daughters who have
been taken away from them when mere
children.
Among the true followers of Siva the form
of Uma represents the fineness and delicacy of
earthly life, and that of Siva the terror and
grimness of death. Here, as in the real world,
youth and age, life and death, are united, and
the flower that blooms and the flower that fades
appear on the same bough. In this embrace
of life by death the Hindu devotee does not
see anything to strike terror to his heart He
takes it as an expression of a law of nature and
views it with a reverence to be traced in these
songs. So every peasant, we are told, while
hearing or singing songs about Siva and Uma,
knows that Siva is above every earthly object:
he is divine and immaculate and above all desire.
Through the legends of Siva and Kali, and
the folk-songs and the Vaishnava songs, we dis-
cover the marked individuality of this region, in
which poets sprang up like birds at a wood-side.
Song is a custom of the country. Its folk need
music as they need rice. Even the snakes are
put into songs; and in the story of that son of
India who came cursed into the world, and was